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Chiropractic Council Research Annual Fund Support (RAFt) 

Our new Research Funding Strategy will be focusing on supporting research expertise development and training within the UK profession. However, we are cognisant that ongoing research projects, research initiatives and/or research activities, conducted by individuals who are not necessarily looking for training or acquisition of named qualifications (e.g., M.Res, PhD) are also key to developing a research presence in the UK  chiropractic profession. Some of these research activities may be new, some ongoing and some complete, but the CRC is acutely aware that there is very limited support for not only such projects themselves but for the connected activities that may accompany research work and productivity. 

As part of our wider plan therefore, we are calling for applications for a capped annual fund, the Research Annual Fund support (RAFt). In this scheme we are keen to support a wide range of activities including, but not exclusive to, small to medium research projects (or part thereof of bigger projects), and research dissemination costs (e.g., conference attendance, poster or publication costs, travel support).

Main Categories (others may be considered on a case-by-case basis)

For new or existing Research Projects PLEASE FILL IN PART B Up to a maximum of £10,000 for any single application (NB 2023 where up to a maximum of £20,000 can be applied for) 
All funding decisions will be made based on recommendations made by the CRCs independent Scientific Committee following scrutiny of the application and project proposal.

For all the following categories PLEASE FILL IN PART C
· Publication costs: Up to £1,500
· Conference registration, travel and accommodation costs associated with research presentation: Up to a maximum of £1,500.
· Poster printing: Up to £100
· Other: Context dependent 

 
Eligibility: Registered chiropractors who are BCA members, academics employed greater than 0.5 FTE teaching in a UK based GCC accredited chiropractic program, students presently registered on a UK based GCC accredited chiropractic program.
 
Application and closing dates: Applications can be made at any time during a particular year. Applicants will be notified within 6 weeks of receiving the application. Please send your form to info@crc-uk.org 
   
Academic Support: If students are applying, the application must be accompanied by a letter of support from an academic involved in the research project, research area or research team. This will need to be submitted as an institution headed document, signed by the academic and their immediate line manager.  

Reports in return for funds
If funding is successful, we will require reference/acknowledgments to the CRC on all publications/presentations and for a report to be written after the event if applicable which the CRC can use to update everyone via the website and Facebook.  For larger research projects a quarterly report and update would be required.

Part A: Applicant Information
	Name of applicant: (first name, middle initials, last name, and degrees)
	

	Name of any academic or academic institution associated with the applicant.
	

	Job Title
	

	Full address of workplace
	

	Contact email address
	

	Contact telephone number
	



Part B: Projects
	Primary Investigator(s)
	

	Co-investigator(s)
	

	Where will the project be taking place (if multiple locations, please list)
	



	Working title of project:
	

	What are the aims of the project
	

	Project description
· Up to £1000 (200 words)
· Up to £5,000 (500 words description plus cost breakdown, see section D below)
· Above £5,000 (1000 words with detailed costings; see section D below)
	

	Planned start date and end date (please include a Gantt Chart)
	



Ethical approval and GDPR
	Does the project require ethical approval?
	Yes/ No (please delete as appropriate)

	If No, why has ethical approval not been sought?
	

	If yes, please list the ethics committees where ethical approval will be/ has been sought.
	

	Has ethical approval been obtained?
	

	Has GDPR been considered for the project?
	



Finances
	Total cost of project (please refer to section B above to determine the degree of detail needed. This should also be considered in the sections below)
	

	Amount being applied for from the CRC
	

	What expenses will be included in the amount applied for from the CRC?
	

	If the amount being applied for from the CRC is less than the total cost of the project, what provisions have been made to provide for the shortfall?
	

	Is the project match funded? If so, who is providing the additional funding. Has the grant application been successful?
	



Part C: Categories other than projects
	Please indicate which of the following you are applying for.
	· Publication costs: 
· Travel and accommodation costs associated with research presentation: 
· Conference registration to present research: 
· Poster printing
· Other


	Please provide a rationale for applying for the funding you are asking for (500-word maximum)
	

	Please provide details of the costs you are seeking
	



Part D: Signatories

Primary Investigator(s):
Sign.........................................		Print.............................................	Date.......................
Co-Investigator(s):*
Sign..........................................		Print..............................................	Date........................
*Must be an academic if a student is applying

Additional documents required to process the Research Project grant application:
Summary CV with 2 references (no more than 1 A4 page) of primary investigator(s). 
Appendices to include appropriate study documentation e.g., questionnaires, information sheets, forms.
Detailed budget plan with explanation for each budgeted item (see Part B for different word counts) 
A signed letter from the organization where the research is to be conducted, stating permission to carry out the proposed study.

If applicable:
· If a student is the primary investigator or part of the investigative team, please include a letter of registration from the institution the student is registered with.
· If ethical approval is required, please include a letter of approval from the appropriate ethics body
· For posters, please provide a PDF of the proposed poster.
· For publication costs, please provide confirmation from journal of acceptance of publication.
· For travel, accommodation, and conference registration, please provide quotes from relevant organisations for claimed costs.

Assessment Criteria

In judging the applications, the Scientific Committee is asked to consider the following points. You may wish to address these in your application:

Originality
Will the project provide new insights into the subject area?
Would the project be valuable in confirming the results of existing studies?

Importance (clinical or otherwise) of the work
Is the subject area already receiving much attention i.e. is further support warranted?
Will the project significantly contribute to furthering knowledge in this field?
Will the project ultimately benefit patient care?

Scientific Reliability
Is the Project well designed?
Are the methods outlined appropriate to achieve the objective?
Is the sample size justified i.e. not too small to answer the question, or too large, wasting resources?
Is the use of controls appropriate?
Are supporting references up to date and relevant?

Experience of applicant, facilities and support
Is the applicant sufficiently experienced and qualified to carry out the study?
Is the applicant’s department, work setting or level of supervision of a high enough calibre to support the project adequately?



Appropriate use of funds
Will the supplies or services for which funding is requested provide a valuable contribution to the project, is the funding requested appropriate for the supplies or services detailed i.e., has the applicant given an accurate quotation or realistic estimate?
Has the applicant sourced funding from other sources, or considered co-funding of a project to spread costs?
Is completion of the project dependent on the applicant securing funds from other sources?
Would funding for this Project be available from non-voluntary sources?

Important information
CRC grant applications are invited from UK-registered chiropractors, UK chiropractic educational institutions and other UK-based academic institutions engaging in research with chiropractors and/or chiropractic educational institutions.
CRC grants will also only fund the direct costs of the research project and are not available for any overheads, estates costs, or indirect costs.
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